DRIVING
home

A strategic plan built on our commmunity’s shared vision of an

improved future. With a focus on vibrancy, prosperity, health,

and family, Driving Home offers a single, prioritized plan from
which we can all work.

Jasper and Newton Counties will become a leader in rural placemaking, offering a
vibrant place to live, work, and raise a healthy, prosperous, happy family.
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S Increase the opportunity to engage Improve the amount of and access to

Vibrant Community = in the active lifestyle. community groups and meetups.

Our_ communities become Develop a purposeful set of trails Significantly improve communications
enriched with culture, art, and greenways. inside and among towns.

and dining; creating a
welcoming atmosphere. «© Establish and support annual Develop, incentivize, and maintain
festivals unique to each town. adequate diverse grocery options.

Establish and support community Leverage tools to connect residents Assess participation in cultural
third places. to local activities. offerings and use of public facilities.

Attract and retain a diverse set of Develop a program to encourage Improve external awareness of
dining options. healthy lifestyle choices for all ages. community offerings.

Ensure that all local events and Improve access to local events and Create and adequately support an
activities are easy to access. activities. emerging local arts scene.
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S Position communities to bolster 2 Leverage local talent to focus on
. o ;- . U . . .
Prosperous Commumty new agri-tech business. a innovation in agriculture.
Our communities build the 1y Help businesses leverage proximity = Ensure more parents have access to
capacity to attract, employ, & to major metros and thoroughfares. & quality, affordable Pre-K.
and retain sources and
employers of talent. o Build technology infrastructure that & Ensure adults have access to
& can support businesses. & education to advance careers.
o Build aninfrastructure to support I3 Support major metro commuters 2 Offer quality, affordable healthcare to
2 local business. 2 and telecommuters. & all residents.
o Develop more pathways to trade © Incentivize businesses to relocate < Encourage youth to develop a sense
& and vocational training. & to our communities. & of community.
¢ Build the agri-tourism sector to o) Leverage natural resources to 2 Create transparency and ensure
o bolster Fair Oaks traffic. 4. encourage ag investment. & access to local government.
< Significantly broaden access to g Give seniors and retired adults a
i . T . )
Quallty Life primary mental and physical care. © sense of purpose and community.
Our communities becomg a i Improve education and access to = Improve communication about and
place to live a healthy, active, O affordable, nutritious eating options. & access to healthy activities.
and fulfilled life for people of
all ages and backgrounds. o Ensure adequate transportationto & Develop a community-wide program
© and from health activities. o to encourage healthy lifestyles.
+ Increase mental wellness and ™~ Increase understanding of physical g Develop educational programming to
O opportunities for therapeutic activity. © health and opportunity to engage. © quell substance abuse.
o Build an infrastructure to give timely o« Ensure access to quality, affordable, = Improve access to and use of fitness
O access to mental healthcare. O and effective addictions care. & and activity centers.
m Ensure urgent care facilities are o, Ensure expecting mothers have 2 Provide access to tools & education
© available within 30-mins of people. O access and education to care. o about chronic disease management.
5 Increase understanding of physical 2 Ensure education is aligned with
s e ¥ i =
Kids & Families health and the opportunity to engage. > needs of employment market.
Our communities .become . « Give residents access to quality, = Create arich landscape of cultural
great places to build a family, < affordable healthcare options. < events and experiences.
raise and educate our
children, and establish roots. w Create alandscape of diverse ™ Ensure residents have diverse food
* educational pathways for students. < and grocery options available.
= Ensure children have access to i~ Create recreation and gathering 2 Ensure students have access to
*~ quality, affordable Pre-K. =~ centers for community. < diverse curricula.
o Enhance the community’s @ Increase understanding and < Give non-traditional families the
< technology infrastructure. * opportunities around mental health. < support they need.
o Connect residents both to the o Ensure access to quality higher 2 Give single-parents families the
= community and each other. =< education. < support they need.
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